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holy order of priesthood from the hands of Lampert Zula, Bishop of
Cracow, and was by him made canon of his cathedral, and soon after his
preacher and vicar-general. His assiduous sermons, animated by the
Spirit of God, with which he was replenished and supported by the example
and sanctity of his life, produced a wonderful reformation of manners, and
inspired many with a contempt of the world to follow Christ. Both clergy
and laity had recourse to his advice in all spiritual concerns from every
part of the kingdom; and his diocesan, desirous of having him for his
successor, made an offer to resign to him his bishopric; but the saint's
opposition proved a bar not to be moved. However, upon the death of
Lampert, he found himself unable to withstand the united votes of the
king, clergy, and people, seconded by an express order they had obtained
from the pope, Alexander II, for complying with their choice. Wherefore,
not to resist the voice and will of heaven, he obeyed, and was consecrated
bishop in 1072. This see, which had been formerly metropolitical, had
at that time lost its archiepiscopal prerogative.

Stanislas, seeing himself vested with the character of a successor of
the apostles, studied to be such in his spirit and manners. His house
was always crowded with poor, and he kept a list of all the widows and
distressed persons. He was indefatigable in his functions, especially
preaching, and scarce knew how to set bounds to his mortification and
the exercises of prayer. He visited his whole diocese every year, and no
irregularity, whether in clergy or laity, could pass unobserved by him.
Boleslas II was then King of Poland. This prince sullied the glory of
his victories (having had great success against the Russians) by his un-
bridled lust and debaucheries, and by horrid acts of tyranny and injustice
which procured him the surname of the Cruel. Though married, he was
not ashamed to offer violence to several ladies of quality, and from private
crimes broke at last into the most public and brutish extravagances.
Those who approached him durst not make him proper remonstrances,
such was the dread of his fury. Stanislas, however, boldly laid before
him in private the scandal and enormity of his conduct. The king
endeavoured at first to extenuate his guilt, and when pressed closer by
the saint made some show of repentance. But whatever impression his
remonstrances might make upon his mind it soon wore off, and the king
fell into his usual disorders and began to express his aversion against the
good bishop and to complain of his boldness; neither were flatterers
wanting to inflame his resentment. The prince carried off and kept by
violence a very beautiful woman, wife of Miecislas, a gentleman in the
palatinate of Sirad, and had by her several children. The Archbishop of
Gnesna and others of the episcopal order that had free access to the king's
person were hereupon solicited by the nobility to carry their complaints
to the king and lay before him the enormity of his crime; but the fear or